
The situation on wakerfowl breeding gounds this year shows no noticea3le 
imurovement over last year at this time; Secretary of the Interior Oscar 3. 
Chkpman was advised today by &lbert $1. Day, director of the Pish and !fildl.ife 
Service, in a summary report on the spring ~1 did summer breeding ground con,ditions 
in Canada, Alaska, and t?ne northern United States. 

"Over-all productio;z for the Pacific flyway is about the seme or slishtlg 
less than last year's," said I&. Day, "but the Central flytray shows a moderate 
increase . Although a decree.se is evident in important areas supplying ducks to 
the Xississippi flyray, production of 77atorfowl for tho Atlantic flyway is the 
SEiiiC? or slightly bettor than last 7oe.r." ‘2 

In his statement to the Secretory, 5ir. Day pointed out that this year's 
brcsdin,-: gound surveys were more cwtonsivo and authoritative than cvcr before. 
Although tho surveys are spark-plugged by the TifS, he said, they arc primarily 
cooperative studios-- with the Canadian Vildlifc Sarvice,. the Provincial Game 
Dcpartmcnts, and the various State Departncnts of Conservation contributing 
equipment and personnel. 

The surveys include important breeding grounds in &as~x,, the arctic and sub- 
arctic sections of Rorthwestorn Canada, Dritish Columbia, the Prairie and Earitime 
Provinces of Canada , and most of the northern tier of States from California to 
Kainc.. Ducks Unlimited and other private conservation agencies also supplied data 
on *orccding ducks and gccsa. All in all, said Er. Day, the cooperativeness of all 
intorested agcncios has provided the soundest bnsis over for managing the rcsourcc. 

Spring HIS late in most breeding grounds in the northern United States and 
southern Canada. This modified migration and nesting, delayirc them in some sec- 
tions as long as four weeks and causing some waterfowl to set up 'L:ousekeeping 
further south than norm&l. Loss of young in some water areas and destruction of.. 
nests on crop and hay lands reduced production appreciably in certain areas but, 
on the whole, breeding conditions were generally favorable. In Alaska and the 
Canadian arctic and sub-arctic, an early mild season prevailed in contrast to the 
late cold spring of last year. 

The following arto some of the highlights of the situation: 

PACi$IC ~3LYVAY 

Of the breeding grounds which supply most of the birds to the Pacific fl,yway, 
only Oregon and Srikish Columbia showed a noticeable insroasc in brceder.pot&tial 
ctnd production of young. Alaska's production was about the SPJIE as that of last 
year. There was a docrcaso in Alberta and Washington and the Canadian northwest. 
Thorc appwared to be no important change in production in Idaho, California, and 
Kontana. 
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I?orth Dakota and Saskatchewan showed noticeable increases in breeding birds and 
'production, This increase was offset partially by reductions in the Par North and 
Alberta. Combined with ti situation .about the seme as that of last year in Montana, 
South Dakota, and Colorado, an improvement in the Central flyway is seen. 

. 
MISSISSIPPI FLYWAY 

The s*tuation on breeding grounds supplying the Mississippi flywq was not 
favorable. Production in Manitoba was noticeably reduced over last year. Combined 
with the reductions in the S& Xorth, Wisconsin, and Michigan, and with conditions 
in Minnesota about the s,ame as last year or slightly improved, a reduction is indi- 
cated which will not likely be offset by contributions to this flyway from 
Saskatchewan and Worth Dakbta. , 

ATLAnTTIC FLYWAY 

The Atlantic f'lyway displLvs no significant trend up or down. The situation 
in the northeastern states was about the s,ame as last year's, if not some better. 
In southeastern Canada conditions were about the same with perhaps some decroaso 
indicated. 'ihe over-all situation is comparable to that of the l& brooding 
season. 
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